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Exodus 25:31-40; 27:20-21



THE BIBLICAL FEASTS OF THE LORD 
Seven described in Leviticus 23
·The Passover

·The Feast of Unleavened Bread

·The Feast of Firstfruits

·The Feast of Pentecost

·The Feast of Trumpets

·The Fast of the Day of Atonement 

·The Feast of Tabernacles  
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·The Jewish nation was to worship on Saturday.

·The people of God were under Mosaic Law from 1446 
BC to 30 AD, which required them to keep the 
Sabbath.

·After 1476 years of worshipping on Saturday, the 
people of God were to worship on Sunday.



MYSTERY #1 TO SOLVE? Why the 
shift from Saturday to Sunday? 
·THE ANSWER IS THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST 

ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK ɀSUNDAY!



THE JEWISH HOLIDAY OF HANUKAH
·This Jewish festival was celebrated on the 25th day of 

Kislev/December from 165 BC to 30 AD.

·For 195 years the Jews celebrated this festival on 
December 25th. 

·4ÈÅ ×ÏÒÄ (ÁÎÕËÁÈ ÍÅÁÎÓ ȰÄÅÄÉÃÁÔÉÏÎȢȱ

·Hanukah commemorated the victory over Syria and 
the cleansing and rededication of the temple.

·After 30 AD the focus of the festival changed from 
dedication to the theme of lights.  



HANUKAH ςNOT A MOSAIC FEAST
·Hanukah is non-biblical in origin and emerged as a 

result of events in the intertestament period. 

·It has become a very popular Jewish festival.  

·The events of Hanukah are important to Bible 
believers.
·The Jewish nation was being driven away from the 

worship of God.

·The Jewish nation was being assimilated into a heathen 
culture and peoples. 

·The victory over the Syrians preserved the line from 
Abraham, through Judah, through David to the Messiah.  



DANIEL 11:21-35, speaks in 
reference to the events of Hanukah
·Daniel prophesies of Alexander the Great and his four 

generals.

·In 323 BC, Alexander the Great dies.  His kingdom is 
divided amongst his four generals.

·One of those generals controlled the area north of 
Israel (Syria).  

·Later  a war developed between Syria and Egypt and 
Israel was trapped in the middle.

·The Syrian leader was Antiochus Epiphanes. 



Antiochus Epiphanes
·Antiochus forbade the Jews to observe the Sabbath or 

any of their religious feasts.

·He forbad the Jewish practice of circumcision.

·He sought to burn all the copies of the Word of God.

·In Jerusalem, he offered a pig as a sacrifice on the 
bronze altar at the Jewish Temple.

·He then had his soldiers carry a statue of Zeus 
Olympius into the holy of holies and demanded the 
Jews to worship his major deity.



Mattathiasand his five sons
·Mattathias and his sons opposed Antiochus. 

·Ȱ)Æ ÁÎÙ ÏÎÅ ÂÅ ÚÅÁÌÏÕÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÌÁ×Ó ÏÆ ÈÉÓ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȟ ÁÎÄ 
ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÓÈÉÐ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȟ ÌÅÔ ÈÉÍ ÆÏÌÌÏ× ÍÅȢȱ

·His oldest son was known as Judah the Hammer. 

·They launched a gorilla-style war against Antiochus 
and his Syrian army.

·After 3 ½ years the Jews forced the Syrians out of the 
land.

·The Jews cleansed and rededicated the Temple. The 
dedication service took place on December 25.



MYSTERY #2 TO SOLVE? Why the 
change of focus for Hanukah?
·Why was the focus changed from the rededication of 

the temple to the theme of the festival of lights?

·Why the change?

·What caused the change in emphasis?

·Why were there new features added to its celebration?

·SHIFT FROM THE THEME OF VICTORY AND 
DEDICATION TO THE THEME OF LIGHT! 



OUR FIRST CLUE: THE OIL FOR THE 
LAMPSTAND (Exodus 27:20-21)
·Exodus 27:20, And thou shalt command the 

children of Israel, that they bring thee pure oil 
olive beaten for the light , to cause the lamp to 
burn always.

·Exodus 27:21, In the tabernacle of the 
congregation without the vail , which is before the 
testimony, Aaron and his sons shall order it from 
evening to morning before the LORD: it shall be a 
statute for ever unto their generations on the 
behalf of the children of Israel.



MYSTERY #3 TO SOLVE: why the 
discrepancy of the Menorah?  
·Exodus 25:31, And thou shalt make a candlestick of 

pure gold: of beaten work shall the candlestick be 
made: his shaft, and his branches, his bowls, his 
knops, and his flowers, shall be of the same.

·Exodus 25:32, And six branches shall come out of the 
sides of it; three branches of the candlestick out of the 
one side, and three branches of the candlestick out of 
the other side:

·Why does the Mosaic Menorah have six branches and one 
central shaft vs. the Menorah the Jews use today that has 
eight branches and one central shaft? 



MOSAIC MENORAH ςsix branches

http://www.google.com/url?source=imgres&ct=tbn&q=http://www.kumah.org/blog/menorah.jpg&usg=AFQjCNHSblAP0JnATkzgR1ZYD68ayFWgjg


HANUKAH MENORAH ς8 Branches 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Chanukia.jpg


THE SYMBOLIC VALUE OF THE 
MOSAIC MENORAH
·The central shaft of the Menorah represented Jesus 

Christ.  The central figure of the church.

·The six branches represented man, six being the 
number of man.

·The Menorah was a picture of redeemed man in union 
with Jesus Christ.  It pictured Christ as the Head, and 
man as the body, the church.

·This union took place by the work of the Holy Spirit 
who places the believer into Christ.  The oil in the 
lamp represented the Holy Spirit.



HANUKAH ςTHE MIRACLE OF THE 
OIL
·The Maccabeescleansed the Temple and removed the 

Greek idols.

·In seeking to relight the lamps, they did not have 
enough oil to sustain the lamps for more than one day.

·The miracle is the oil that should have been consumed 
in one day lasted eight days and eight nights.



OUR FIRST CLUE:  Why the shift 
from dedication to lights
·Historically, there was an 8-day celebration of the 

rededication of the temple. The emphasis was on the 
victory and the cleansing and rededication of the Temple. 

·No one wrote of the miracle of the oil lasting eight days 
until the second century A.D. 

·I and II Maccabeessays nothing of the miracle of the oil.

·Josephus, in the first century A.D., writes nothing of the oil.  

·Why in the second century does this story surface 
regarding the oil, and the celebration of Hanukah begin to 
include the lighting of an 8-branch Menorah? 



MYTH OR MIRACLE REGARDING 
THE STORY OF THE OIL?
·This miracle not recorded in I or II Maccabees, nor in the 

writings of Josephus. 

·Shift to a lampstand with eight branches to accommodate 
the story.  

·There appears to be a deliberate agenda by the Jewish 
ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÔÏ ÓÕÐÐÌÁÎÔ ÔÈÅ ÔÈÅÍÅ ÏÆ ȰÄÅÄÉÃÁÔÉÏÎȢȱ 

·Two facts to keep in view:

·The Hanukah lights and oil had no part in the origin of the 
festival.

·Hanukah lights were introduced after 30 A.D. and continued 
after 70 A.D. and the destruction of the Temple.



Jewish Historian, HayyimSchauss
in his book The Jewish Festivals
·Ȱ4ÈÅ ÖÅÒÙ ÆÁÃÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÌÅÇÅÎÄÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÃÒÅÁÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÁÎ ÅÆÆÏÒÔ ÔÏ 

connect the festival of Hanukah with the lights arouse 
suspicion.  Had this connection existed from the 
beginning, from the time that Hanukah became a 
festival, there would have been no need to invent tales 
about them.  All these facts call for explanations and in 
accordance with what we know of the customs, there 
can be but one explanation ɀthat the Hanukah lights, 
ÏÒÉÇÉÎÁÌÌÙȟ ÈÁÄ ÎÏÔÈÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÄÏ ×ÉÔÈ (ÁÎÕËÁÈȢȱ



MYSTERY #4, if the lights had 
nothing to do with Hanukah, then 
why now the theme of lights? 
·Why were the lights added to the feast of dedication ɀ

Hanukah?

·There must be some historic connection between the 
feast of dedication and the subsequent emphasis of the 
feast being called the feast of lights.



THE ANSWER:  JOHN 8, 9, 11
·John 8:12 Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I 

am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall 
not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.

·John 9:5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of 
the world.

·John 11:9 Jesus answered, Are there not twelve hours in 
the day? If any man walk in the day, he stumbleth not, 
because he seeth the light of this world.



THE MIRACLES OF CHRIST
·The forgiveness of the adulterer (John 8)

·The miracle of sight being given to the blind man 
(John 9)

·The miracle of the resurrection of Lazarus (John 11)

THE CONTEXT OF THESE MIRACLES AND HIS 
STATEMENTS ON LIGHT IS PARAMOUNT:

John 10:22-23, And it was at Jerusalem the feast of 
the dedication, and it was winter. (10:23) And Jesus 
walked in the temple in Solomon's porch.


