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} (4:13) But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, 
concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, 
even as others which have no hope.

} (4:14) For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with 
him. 

} (4:15) For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, 
that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the 
Lord shall not prevent (precede) them which are asleep.

} (4:16) For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with 
a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the 
trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:

} (4:17) Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught 
up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in 
the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.

} (4:18) Wherefore comfort one another with these words.



}All true Christians agree that Jesus Christ is 
coming again. 

}They agree that He Is returning personally, 
literally, physically, visibly and with glory!

}The second coming is grounded in the 
Resurrection of Christ.

}Christians differ in regard to the manner and 
time of Christõs return (i.e. the events that 
precede or follow His return).





To punish and to restore Israel
ƁIt will come as a punishment of their sins (4:30).

ƁIt will come after their exile among the nations.

ƁIt will be as a result of the wrath of God (4:24).

ƁIt will involve a spiritual restoration (4:30).

ƁIt will involve the fulfillment of Godõs covenant with 
them (4:31).

ƁIt will be in the òlatter daysó (4:30).

The focus is most definitely not on the 
church!



}The purpose of the judgment of the nations 
at the end of the Tribulation is to determine 
who shall enter into the Millennium from the 
Tribulation and who will go to Hell. 



} The basic issue is whether Christ will return before a literal 
thousand - year reign on the earth. The differences in views 
are largely determined by oneõs method of interpreting the 
Bible.

} Premillennialists , those who apply a literal hermeneutic, 
say yes, Christ will return bodily and reign over the whole 
world.

} Amillennials , who use an allegorical method of 
interpretation, say no, there will be no literal thousand -
year reign, that related predictions are to be understood 
spiritually as being fulfilled in the church of this present 
age.

} Postmillennialists say no, they stress that the church will 
Christianize the world and will usher in a millennial era, 
after which Christ will literally return to earth.  



}To fulfill His promises to Israel ( Abrahamic
Covenant, Davidic Covenant, etc.).

}To establish His kingdom on earth.

}To demonstrate the depravity of man without 
the presence of Satan. 

}To highlight the grace of God.

}To reward His faithful servants with ruling 
privileges. 

}To prepare His people for the eternal age.



}Those holding to a Pre - tribulation position 
are premillennialists . 

}Those holding to a Mid - tribulation position 
are premillennialists . 

}Those holding to a Pre - wrath position are 
premillennialists .

}Those holding to a Post - tribulation position 
are premillennialists . 



}Does the Rapture take place before the 
Tribulation?

}Does the Rapture take place during the 
Tribulation?

}Does the Rapture take place after the 
Tribulation? 

}If not a premillennialist , then the rapture is 
either ignored, explained away or is lumped 
together in one event with the Revelation 
(Christõs return to the earth) of Christ. 



} John 14:3
} I Corinthians 1:7 - 8; 15:51 - 53; 16:22
} Philippians 3:20 - 21
} Colossians 3:4
} I Thessalonians 1:10; 2:19; 4:13 - 18; 5:9, 23
} II Thessalonians 2:1
} I Timothy 6:14
} II Timothy 4:1
} Titus 2:13
} Hebrews 9:28
} James 5:7 - 9
} I Peter 1:7, 13
} I John 2:28 - 3:2
} Jude 21
} Revelation 2:25; 3:10; 22:7, 12, 20



} (15:51) Behold, I shew you a MYSTERY; We shall not all sleep, but we 
shall all be changed,

} (15:52) In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the 
trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we 
shall be changed.

} (15:53) For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal 
must put on immortality.

} (15:54) So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this 
mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the 
saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory.

} (15:55) O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?
} (15:56) The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. 
} (15:57) But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our 

Lord Jesus Christ.
} (15:58) Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast , unmoveable , 

always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that 
your labour is not in vain in the Lord.



}This view states that only those faithful, 
òwatchingó and òwaitingó will be taken in the 
rapture prior to the Tribulation.

}Hence, the rapture is a reward to the faithful.

}Unfaithful Christians will be raptured in waves 
during the Tribulation.

Position held by G. H. Pember , J. A. Seiss, 
Witness Lee.



1. The rapture and resurrection are part of the 
believerõs salvation, not a reward for 
faithfulness.

2. The Scriptures plainly teach that all believers will 
be included in the rapture. I Corinthians states 
that òwe shall all be changed.  In a moment éó 
including the carnal Corinthians.

3. Paul states that God has not appointed believers 
unto wrath (I Thessalonians 5:9 - 10).  The word 
òasleepó here refers to the one who is not 
watchful.

4. This view divides the body of Christ.



} This view teaches that the rapture will occur in the 
midpoint of the seven - year, Tribulation.

}They believe only the last half ( 3 į years) of Danielõs 70th

week is the Tribulation.
} They believe that the seventh trumpet in Revelation 10:7 
and II:15 relates to the òlast trumpó of I Corinthians 15:52, 
and that the removal of the witnesses in Revelation 11 is a 
symbolic description of the rapture.

} Their view is similar to the pre - tribulationist in that they 
maintain the distinction between the rapture and the 
revelation of Christ.

G.H. Lang, Norman Harrison, J. Oliver Buswell , Jr., Merrill 
Tenney and Gleason Archer hold to this view.



1. It is impossible to espouse this view and hold to the 
concept of imminency .  One is waiting first for the 
appearance of the Antichrist.

2. The òlast trumpó of I Corinthians 15 is the same as the 
òtrump of Godó in I Thessalonians 4:16 which signals the 
completion of the believerõs salvation as he meets the 
Lord.  The seventh trumpet is the last one in a series 
announcing divine judgment on the earth.  There is even 
a later trumpet sounded during the Tribulation to gather 
the elect of the Second Advent (Matthew 24:31).  
Similarity does not prove identity. 

3. Even the first part of the Tribulation reveals Godõs wrath, 
not simply human or satanic wrath (Revelation 5).

4. The two witnesses are literally killed and lie in the literal 
streets of literal Jerusalem for three days. 



1. This is a relatively new view espoused by Marv Rosenthal in his 
book The Pre- Wrath Rapture of the Church (1990) and his 
periodical Zionõs Fire.  Formerly he served as the director of 
Friends of Israel ð35 years a pre - tribulationist .

2. It is a variation of the mid - tribulational position. He divides the 
Tribulation into three distinct periods; the beginning of sorrows 
lasting 3 ½ years (42 months); the Great Tribulation lasting 21 
months; and the Day of the Lord, spanning the final 21 months.  

3. The Church would endure the time of manõs wrath and Satanõs 
wrath; and hence would go through ¾ths of the Tribulation.  
The church would not go through the Day of the Lord, the time 
of Godõs wrath, which begins with the opening of the seventh 
seal. 

4. The Church must endure the Antichrist who is the resurrected 
Hitler but will be delivered after 64 months into the 70 th week.



1. This view destroys the doctrine of imminency .          I 
Thessalonians 5:6, I Corinthians 1:7, Titus 2:13 and I 
John 3:2 - 3 speak of the rapture as an imminent 
event.

2. Rosenthal has no clear explanation where the church 
will be for the final 21 weeks of the Tribulation.  He 
ignores the promise of John 14:1 - 4.

3. The Day of the Lord is longer than 21 weeks 
covering the judgments of the Tribulation and 
blessings of the Millennium (Zephaniah 3:8 - 13; 
Haggai 2:6 - 23; Zechariah 14:1 - 10), including a total 
of 1007 years.

4. The judgments in the first half of the tribulation are 
clearly divine judgments. It is Christ who opens the 
seal judgments.



} This view teaches that the rapture and the second 
coming are aspects of a single event occurring at the 
end of the Tribulation period.

}Christ returns to the clouds, the church meets Him in 
the air, and together they return to the earth.

} They argue that identical terms ( parousia , 
apokalupsis , and epiphaneia ) are used for the rapture 
and the second coming/revelation which proofs to 
them that they are describing the same event.

} They also argue that the church is promised 
persecution and tribulation.

}Robert Gundry holds this position.  He believes the 
first resurrection will take place after the Tribulation.



1. This view denies the immanence of Christõs 
return.  It denies the church of the òblessed 
hope.ó 

2. The three words used in connection with the 
Lordõs return, coming, revelation, and appearing 
are not technical terms but can refer to either 
the rapture or the second coming.

3. The church does endure persecution in a 
general sense, but it is promised that it would 
be delivered from the future tribulation which is 
world - wide in scope (Romans 5:9; I 
Thessalonians 1:10, 5:9).



}The Latin word preter means past.

}The Preterist view states that the prophecies 
declared by Jesus in the Olivet Discourse 
(Matthew 24 - 25) and by John in Revelation 
(Revelation 4 - 19) have already been fulfilled.

}They state they were fulfilled in the first 
century in the fall of Jerusalem in A.D. 70. 

}John Calvin, John Owen, B.B. Warfield, R.C. 
Sproul, Gary DeMar hold this view.



1. All these events did not take place in the first century.  The 
overwhelming majority of the early church fathers wrote that 
these prophecies were in the future.   The preterist view was 
formulated in the late 1500õs to counter the Reformation.

2. The gospel was not preached to every person in the world and  
all of Israel was not converted in A.D. 70.

3. The glorious Second Coming of Christ did not occur in A.D. 70.
4. Christ did not begin His literal enthroned reign in Jerusalem in 

A.D. 70.
5. There is no evidence that the astronomical events described, 

such as the stars falling from heaven took place in A.D. 70.
6. The world - wide judgments described have not taken place yet. 
7. In fact, the book of Revelation was written after A.D. 70 (c. A.D. 

95).  Revelation is predicting the Tribulation ðfuture, in the 
òhereafter.ó   Eusebius and others wrote that John was in the 
island of Patmos, during the reign of Domitian (A.D. 81 to 96).



1. This view teaches that Christ will return in the atmosphere to 
resurrect the dead church age believers and to translate the 
living saints before the 70 th week of Daniel.

2. This view teaches that the rapture is the next event on Godõs 
prophetic calendar. 

3. The rapture is immanent. 
4. Christõs return is promised in John 14:1- 6, the night before His 

crucifixion.  This is when Christ made this disclosure to His 
disciples. He promised to return for His own and to take them 
to the Fatherõs House.

5. This position explains I Thessalonians 4:13 - 18 the best, the 
resurrection of the dead, the rapture of the living, and the 
reunion with the Lord and our loved ones in the air. 

6. Paul states that the church is not appointed unto wrath             
(I Thessalonians 5:9; Romans 5:9).

7. In Revelation 3:10, the Lord promises protection òout ofó (ek) 
the Tribulation to the church at Philadelphia.  



1. The rapture of the church precedes the Tribulation 
period where Christ meets them òin the air.ó

2. The church appears after the rapture at the 
judgment seat of Christ (II Corinthians 5:10).

3. The church remains in heaven during the seven year 
Tribulation period preparing for Christõs return to 
earth.

4. The church will come òwithó Christ to the earth at the 
end of the Tribulation at the Revelation to reign for a 
thousand years. 

5. Revelation 19, the saints are not angels but Godõs 
redeemed people.  They sit on thrones, they wear 
white robes and are given crowns.  



}The great doctrinal controversies in church 
history mirror the subjects and their 
sequence in our systematic theology books.
ƁTheological Prolegomena

ƁTheology Proper: Doctrine of God

ƁAnthropology:  Doctrine of man

ƁChristology:  Doctrine of the Person of Christ

ƁSoteriology :  Doctrine of the work of Christ

ƁEschatology:  Doctrine of the end times



Without debate, the early church fathers were 
premillennialists .  As to their position on the 
rapture and the Tribulation, Larry Crutchfield 
summarizes,  òThe student of patristic literature 
quickly discovers that the position of the early 
church fathers on the Tribulation and its relation 
to the saints and Christõs return is impossible to 
decipher and synthesize completely.  Many of 
them, especially in the first century, make 
explicit statements which indicate a belief in the 
imminent return of Christ. The doctrine of 
immanence is especially prominent in the 
writings of the apostolic fathers.ó



òOf a truth, soon and suddenly shall His will be 
accomplished, as the Scripture also bears 
witness, saying, ôSpeedily will He come, and 
will not tarry,õ and ôThe Lord shall suddenly 
come to His temple, even the Holy One for 
whom we look.õó

òBehold, the Lord cometh, and His reward is 
before His face, to render to every man 
according to his work.ó 



òBe watchful, possessing a sleepless spirit.  Be 
ever coming more zealous than what thou 
art. Weigh carefully the times. Look for Him 
who is above all time, eternal and invisible, 
yet who became visible for our sakes.ó



òWhen in the end the Church shall be suddenly 
caught up from this, it is said, ôThere shall be 
tribulation such as has not been since the 
beginning, neither shall be.õó



òAs yet those whom the coming of the Lord is 
to find on the earth, have not been caught up 
into the air to meet Him at His coming.ó 



òLet us wait and look for the Lordõs coming 
upon the clouds from heaven. Then shall 
Angelic trumpets sound; the dead in Christ 
shall rise first.ó 



òWhy therefore do we not reject every care of 
earthly actions and prepare for the meeting 
of the Lord Christ? All saints and the Elect of 
the Lord are gathered together before the 
Tribulation which is about to come and are 
taken to the Lord, in order that they may not 
see at any time the confusion which 
overwhelms the world because of our sins.ó



} Premillennialism was the dominant view of the early church 
fathers and Christians.

} By necessity, they would have held to one of the three positions 
regarding the Raptureõs relationship to the Tribulation (pre, mid, 
or post).  However, there is not clarity in the early writings to 
state dogmatically  which position was the dominant view of the 
church.

} The early fathers stressed immanence and the seeds of 
pretribulationism were there.

} Unfortunately, premillennialism and hence any Rapture position 
was attacked by the introduction of the Alexandrian allegorical 
method of interpreting the Bible made popular by Augustine 
(A.D. 354 - 430).  Amillennialism becomes the official position of 
the Church of Rome.

} If one is an amillennialist there is no future Rapture or 
Tribulation.   Until the Reformation, such debates on eschatology 
were largely placed on the shelf and amillennialism ruled. 


