
The Comfort &
Call of  the Gospel

Romans 4:5-8



When a person understands their desperate spiritual condition, 
they must choose: 

to embrace Christ’s righteousness by faith, or  
try to earn their own righteousness by works.

For those who fully admit their inability  
to earn their own righteousness  

and finally accept Christ’s righteousness, 
They can and will say…    



Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven,  
and whose sins are covered.  

Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin. 
Romans 4:7-8



Blessed - Happy 
Iniquities - Lawless, Wicked, In Violation 
Forgiven - Sent Away, Let Go, Omitted 
Sins - Offenses, Miss the Mark, Violation 
Covered - To be Covered Over 
Blessed - Happy 
Not Impute Sin - Reckon, Count, Compute, Take Account 

Romans 4:7-8
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For I am not ashamed of  the gospel of  Christ: for it is the power of  God unto 
salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 
For therein is the righteousness of  God revealed from faith to faith: as it is 
written, The just shall live by faith.

The Powerful Gospel - Romans 1:16-17



The rebellion of  those who received God’s general revelation and disobey His laws. 
(Unrighteousness) 
The rebellion of  those who received both God’s general revelation and special 
revelation and still disobeyed God’s laws. (Unrighteousness/Self-righteousness) 

Romans 3:19-20 
Now we know that what things soever the law saith,  
it saith to them who are under the law:  
that every mouth may be stopped,  
and all the world may become guilty before God.  
Therefore by the deeds of  the law  
there shall no flesh be justified in his sight:  
for by the law is the knowledge of  sin.

Man’s Sinful Rebellion - Romans 1:18-3:20



But now the righteousness of  God without the law is manifested,  
being witnessed by the law and the prophets;  
Even the righteousness of  God which is by faith of  Jesus Christ  
unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference:  
For all have sinned, and come short of  the glory of  God;  
Being justified freely by his grace  
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:  
Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation  
through faith in his blood,  
to declare his righteousness  
for the remission of  sins that are past,  
through the forbearance of  God;  
To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness:  
that he might be just, and the justifier of  him  
which believeth in Jesus.

God’s Supreme Righteousness - Romans 3:21-26



All men at all times are justified by faith, not works. 
Abraham put his faith in God, not his works.  
David put his faith in God, not his works. 
  

Man’s Sincere Faith - Romans 3:27-4:25



But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly,  
his faith is counted for righteousness.  

Even as David also describeth the blessedness of the man,  
unto whom God imputeth righteousness without works, Saying,  

Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered.  
Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin. 

Romans 4:5-8



David loses sight of  his God-given identity and responsibilities (11:1) 
David and Bathsheba commit adultery. (11:2-5) 
David and Bathsheba try to cover their sin with deceit. (11:6-13) 
David arranges the death of  Uriah (11:14-25) 
David marries Bathsheba and “gets away” with his sin. (11:27) 

But the thing that David had done displeased the Lord.(11:27)

David’s Sinful Rebellion - 2 Samuel 11



David’s Sincere Faith - 2 Samuel 12
Nathan confronts David with a parable. (12:1-4) 
David declares his own death sentence. (12:5-6) 
Nathan provides the details David’s sin and consequences. (12:7-12) 
David fully admits his sin against God and receives God’s forgiveness. (12:13) 
Nathan informs him of  the consequences of  his sin. (12:14) 
David prays for his son to live. (12:15-23) 
God gives David and Bathsheba another son, Solomon. (12:24-25)  
David goes to war. (12:26-31) 
Although the condemnation is removed, David continues to reap the 
consequences of  his sin… 



God’s Supreme Mercy - Psalms 32
Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 
Blessed is the man unto whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity, 
and in whose spirit there is no guile. 
When I kept silence, my bones waxed old 
through my roaring all the day long. 
For day and night thy hand was heavy upon me: 
my moisture is turned into the drought of  summer. Selah. 
I acknowledged my sin unto thee, 
and mine iniquity have I not hid. 
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord; 
and thou forgavest the iniquity of  my sin. Selah. 
For this shall every one that is godly pray unto thee in a time when thou mayest be found: 
surely in the floods of  great waters they shall not come nigh unto him. 
Thou art my hiding place; thou shalt preserve me from trouble; 
thou shalt compass me about with songs of  deliverance. Selah.



God’s Supreme Mercy - Psalms 32
I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go: 
I will guide thee with mine eye. 
Be ye not as the horse, 
or as the mule, which have no understanding: 
whose mouth must be held in with bit and bridle, 
lest they come near unto thee. 
Many sorrows shall be to the wicked: 
but he that trusteth in the Lord, mercy shall compass him about. 
Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice, ye righteous: 
and shout for joy, all ye that are upright in heart.



God’s Steadfast Love - Psalms 51
Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy lovingkindness: 
according unto the multitude of  thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions. 
Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, 
and cleanse me from my sin. 
For I acknowledge my transgressions: 
and my sin is ever before me. 
Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, 
and done this evil in thy sight: 
that thou mightest be justified when thou speakest, 
and be clear when thou judgest. 
Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; 
and in sin did my mother conceive me. 
Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts: 
and in the hidden part thou shalt make me to know wisdom. 
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: 
wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
Make me to hear joy and gladness; 
that the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice. 
Hide thy face from my sins, 
and blot out all mine iniquities.



God’s Steadfast Love - Psalms 51
Create in me a clean heart, O God; 
and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from thy presence; 
and take not thy holy spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of  thy salvation; 
and uphold me with thy free spirit. 
Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; 
and sinners shall be converted unto thee. 
Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, thou God of  my salvation: 
and my tongue shall sing aloud of  thy righteousness. 
O Lord, open thou my lips; 
and my mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 
For thou desirest not sacrifice; else would I give it: 
thou delightest not in burnt offering. 
The sacrifices of  God are a broken spirit: 
a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise. 
Do good in thy good pleasure unto Zion: 
build thou the walls of  Jerusalem. 
Then shalt thou be pleased with the sacrifices of  righteousness,  
with burnt offering and whole burnt offering: 
then shall they offer bullocks upon thine altar.
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his faith is counted for righteousness.  

Even as David also describeth the blessedness of the man,  
unto whom God imputeth righteousness without works, Saying,  

Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered.  
Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin. 
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If  you died today and stood before God and He asked 
you, “Why should I let you into my heaven?” 
What would you say?
I tried my best to do more good than bad.
I was a good person.
I helped a lot of  people.
I went to church and read the Bible.
I was a faithful member at Tri-City.



If  you died today and stood before God and He asked 
you, “Why should I let you into my heaven?” 
What would you say?
There was a point in time when, 
I admitted my sin and inability to  
save myself  by my own righteousness. 
By faith I accepted Christ’s 
righteousness and embraced  
Him as my personal Lord and Savior. 



“I came not to call the righteous,  
but sinners to repentance.” 
- Jesus (Luke 5:32)





His robes for mine: O wonderful exchange! 
Clothed in my sin, Christ suffered ‘neath God’s rage. 
Draped in His righteousness, I’m justified. 
In Christ I live, for in my place He died. 

Refrain: 
I cling to Christ, and marvel at the cost: 
Jesus forsaken, God estranged from God. 
Bought by such love, my life is not my own. 
My praise-my all-shall be for Christ alone.

His Robes for Mine 
Stanzas 1-4 



His robes for mine: what cause have I for dread? 
God’s daunting Law Christ mastered in my stead. 
Faultless I stand with righteous works not mine, 
Saved by my Lord’s vicarious death and life. 

Refrain: 
I cling to Christ, and marvel at the cost: 
Jesus forsaken, God estranged from God. 
Bought by such love, my life is not my own. 
My praise-my all-shall be for Christ alone.



His robes for mine: God’s justice is appeased. 
Jesus is crushed, and thus the Father’s pleased. 
Christ drank God’s wrath on sin, then cried “‘Tis done!” 
Sin’s wage is paid; propitiation won. 

Refrain: 
I cling to Christ, and marvel at the cost: 
Jesus forsaken, God estranged from God. 
Bought by such love, my life is not my own. 
My praise-my all-shall be for Christ alone.



His robes for mine: such anguish none can know. 
Christ, God’s beloved, condemned as though His foe. 
He, as though I, accursed and left alone; 
I, as though He, embraced and welcomed home! 

Refrain: 
I cling to Christ, and marvel at the cost: 
Jesus forsaken, God estranged from God. 
Bought by such love, my life is not my own. 
My praise-my all-shall be for Christ alone.



Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven,  
and whose sins are covered.  

Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin. 
Romans 4:7-8



I will instruct thee and teach thee  
in the way which thou shalt go: 
I will guide thee with mine eye. 

Psalms 32:8



Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; 
and uphold me with thy free spirit. 

Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; 
and sinners shall be converted unto thee. 

Psalms 51:12-13



I think we delight to praise what we enjoy because the praise not merely expresses but 
completes the enjoyment; it is its appointed consummation.  It is not out of  compliment 
that lovers keep on telling one another how beautiful they are; the delight is incomplete till 
it is expressed. It is frustrating to have discovered a new author and not to be able to tell 
anyone how good he is; to come suddenly, at the turn of  the road, upon some mountain 
valley of  unexpected grandeur and then to have to keep silent because the people with you 
care for it no more than for a tin can in the ditch; to hear a good joke and find no one to 
share it with… 
― C.S. Lewis, Reflections on the Psalms

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1069006.C_S_Lewis
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/558664


Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven,  
and whose sins are covered.  

Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin. 
Romans 4:7-8


