
James 1

The Church’s Response 
to the Corona Virus

MESSAGE #3 - What is the Lord teaching us today?



MESSAGE #1 - THE LESSONS LEARNED FROM PAST 
PANDEMICS (March 22, 2020)  

MESSAGE #2 - THE LESSONS LEARNED FROM THE FUTURE 
PROPHECIES (March 29, 2020) 

MESSAGE #3 - THE LESSONS LEARNED FROM TODAY’S 
TRIALS (April 5, 2020) 

The Corona Virus Trilogy



James 1:1, 

James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ,  

The Author



James wrote his epistle somewhere between 45-48 A.D. 
Chronologically - James was the first book of the New Testament written, 
several years before Matthew. 

Chronologically - Job was the first book of the Old Testament written, several 
centuries before Genesis.  

The theme of James and Job is similar:  Responding by Faith to Trials  

James 5:11, 
Behold, we count them happy which endure. Ye have heard of the patience of 
Job, and have seen the end of the Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful, and of 
tender mercy.

The Date and Theme of 
the Book 



James 1:1, 
. . . to the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad,  
greeting.  

The Recipients of the 
Book



A.  They are Definite - “when” not “if”  
B.  They are Different - “divers”  
C.  They are Difficult - “temptations”  

James 1:2 
My brethren,  
count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; 

I. The Reality of Trials



ATTACKING OUR PHYSICAL LIFE - OUR HEALTH 

ATTACKING OUR FINANCIAL LIFE - OUR WEALTH  

ATTACKING OUR RELATIONAL LIFE - OUR SOCIAL LIFE  

ATTACKING OUR EMOTIONAL LIFE - OUR JOY/PEACE 

ATTACKING OUR SPIRITUAL LIFE - OUR CHURCH LIFE 

The REALITY of the Corona 
Virus and the Financial Crisis



James 1:3, 
Knowing this,  
that the trying of your faith worketh patience. 

II. The Reasons for Trials 
#1 - For Enduring Reasons 



James 1:4, 
But let patience have her perfect work,  
that ye may be perfect and entire,  
wanting nothing. 

The Reasons for Trials  
#2 - For Maturing Reasons 



Genesis 50:20, 
But as for you, ye thought evil against me;  
but God meant it unto good, to bring to pass,  
as it is this day, to save much people alive.  

Now therefore fear ye not:  
I will nourish you, and your little ones.  
And he comforted them, and spake kindly unto them. 

The Reasons for Trials 
#3 - Saving Reasons 



Job 1:8-9, 
And the Lord said unto Satan,  
Hast thou considered my servant Job,  
that there is none like him in the earth,  
a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God,  
and escheweth evil?   

Then Satan answered the Lord, and said,  
Doth Job fear God for nought?

The Reasons for Trials 
#4 - Proving Reasons 



Philippians 3:10, 
That I may know him,  
and the power of his resurrection,  
and the fellowship of his sufferings,  
being made conformable unto his death.

The Reasons for Trials 
#5 - For Conforming Reasons



2 Corinthians 1:3-4, 
Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort;  

Who comforteth us in all our tribulation,  
that we may able to comfort them which are in any 
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are 
comforted of God.

The Reasons for Trials  
#6 - For Comforting Reasons



Hebrews 12:11, 
Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, 
but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the 
peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are 
exercised thereby. 

I Peter 4:1, 
He that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin. 

The Reasons for Trials 
#7 - For Chastening Reasons



1.  For Enduring Reasons  - Don’t Quit! 
2.  For Maturing Reasons - Grow Up! 
3.  For Saving Reasons - Who needs Jesus? 
4.  For Proving Reasons - What makes you tick? 
5.  For Conforming Reasons - Christ-likeness is the goal! 
6.  For Comforting Reasons - Who can you help? 
7.  For Chastening Reasons - Humble yourself! 

The Reasons for Trials



James 1:2, 
count it all joy

III. The Responses to Trials  
#1 - Consider Cheerfully God’s Will



James 1:4, 
“let patience have her perfect work”

#2 - Cooperate Continually 
with God’s Work



James 1:5, 
If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God,  
that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not;  
and it shall be given him. 

#3 - Call Confidently for 
God’s Wisdom



James 1:6, 
But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering.   
For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea  
driven with the wind and tossed. 

James 1:7, 
For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing 
of the Lord. 

#4 - Walk Consistently by 
God’s Word



#1  Consider Cheerfully God’s Will  
#2  Cooperate Continually with God’s Work 
#3  Call Confidently for God’s Wisdom 
#4  Walk Consistently with God’s Word 

James 1:8, 
A double minded man is unstable in all his ways. 

The Responses to Trials 
NO wishy washy, back and forth



James 1:12, 
Blessed is the man that endureth temptation:

IV. The Rewards for Trials 
#1  Earthly Rewards 



James 1:12, 
. . . for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of 
life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.  

The Rewards for Trials 
#2  Heavenly Rewards 



Text

Invitation to be Saved by Grace

Dear God: 
 
I believe Jesus is the Lamb of God, who died for my sins.  I ask 
you now to blot out all my transgressions.  I believe Jesus rose 
from the dead the third day and now ask You for eternal life. 

I pray in Jesus’ Name, Amen.  


